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Written by RACHEL EGGERS : Main house photographed by NIC LEHOUX
Laneway house photographed by ANDREW LATREILLE

n artist living primarily in a remote
locale wanted a home in Vancouver, but
she didn't want to leave privacy and lush
views entirely behind. She envisioned
a cabin in an urban environment—a
trancguil harbor that could also serve as
a creative playground for her grand-
children. Inspired by these inherent
contradictions—a rural existence transposed to the city; serenity
balanced with sguealing kids—Clinton Cuddington and Piers
Cunnington, the principals of Measured Architecture, designed
Cloister House using contrasting materials and color palettes to
enhance unigque details throughout the home. :
Few empty lots are available in Vancouver, where new builds - . T DESIGN TEAM
usually begin with a demolition. To make this process a little iy architeciura: Measured Architecture
greener, the city instituted, in 2010, a building-deconstruction i : consirnetion: CX Contracting & Construction Management
pilot project that carefully pulls apart homes so that their » = _ _ . ’ ' fﬂmﬁ‘ﬂﬂpa: Aloe Designs

design consuliani: Fsi Dishrow
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LEFT: Designed by Measured and
installed in one piece per floor
via crane, the slides flanking the
staircases recall cement chutes.
Cuddington calls their installment
“a small miracle”; the grandlads
who get to swoop down them
most likely agree. BOTTOM: The
fumed oak, exposed beams, and
linen-toned Venetian plaster
walls in the hallway exemplify
the material palette used
throughout the home. The piece
on the wall is a “system™ by
artist Fei Disbrow.

materials can be sorted for recycling or reuse. This program,
developed with local job-training program Pacific Community
Resources, enabled the piece-by-piece pull-down of an old
asbestos-riddled home on the client's lot in the West Point
Grey neighborhood.

Rising up in its place was the 2,900-square-foot new residence
and an adjacent 600-square-foot laneway house—a secondary
structure, unique to Vancouver, that looks onto a back alley—
designed as guest quarters. Anchoring the main structure is a
fragmented spine wall of stone and steel, running lengthwise
through both the interior and exterior. "We often use a spine
wall as a formal device to reinforce the connection between
inside and outside,"” says Cuddington. “"And although Cloister
House has 9-foot ceilings, it's modestly sized, so the wall creates
a sense of elongation and borrows space from the outside.” The
black-steel sections of the wall "bounce colored light into
the house, almost like a cinema screen projecting the outside
in," he notes.

This play of contrasts between light and dark, inside and
out, extends to the home's mix of materials and textures. The
concrete walls throughout the main residence and laneway
house are embossed with a wood-grain pattern imprinted by
charred fir planks used as formwork for the concrete pour.

The blackened wood was then salvaged and used as soffits and
interior wall cladding. Exposed beams of yellow cedar rib the
ceilings and add warmth. Finally, the architects brightened

the walls with white oak panels and linen-hued Venetian
plaster sections that can be removed to access the mechanical
elements of the home.

Interior color choices exaggerate the natural colors seen
outside: The green trees, blue water, and sunny days are artfully
echoed by a lime-green backsplash, dusty-blue kitchen cabinets,
and tangerine-hued rusted steel elements. "We wanted to
embrace the artificiality of the neon colors,” says Cuddington.
"They create a bridge between the unaltered natural rmaterials
and the inevitable mosaic of colors introduced by the client—
vivid tones in particular are dear to her.”

In a gesture that's an exclamation point in a home full of
strong statements, slides resembling cement chutes plunge
down alongside the staircases on each floor. They echo the »

THIS PAGE, CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: Disbrow designed the naturally
rusted mild-steel cover that partially obscures the ladder leading to the
roof. Broad concrete stairs and landscaping connect the laneway house to
the main home, but its windows overlook the back alley to ensure privacy.
A steel cowling surrounds the window of the second-story laundry room
at the front of the main house.
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Masonry contractor Tamatsu Tongu shaped granite
boulders into wavealike forms to anchor a playspace for
.+« the homeowner's grandchildren. Landscape contractor
Aloe Besigns then used the stone chippings on the
- rooftop. The front door of the laneway house faces
tharnm:ynﬂ,anﬂpatin The rock wall separating the
maller he ﬂnmthagarnga[wmnhtham'hnt
‘ nmﬂh]mﬂmmthamckwnﬂs
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OPPOSITE: The laneway guesthouse is sunk 10 feet underground,
allowing the architects to "place the bedroom, bathroom, and
laundry in the basement and leave the main level solely for katchen
and living," notes Cuddington. Concrete and plaster, accented
with color, find expressive form in the smaller structure. THIS PAGE,

home's concrete element while charmingly transforming it allowing the homeowner to glimpse the surrounding neighbor- CLOCIOWISE: Lowr-shing Windows it the rear of the Ianewray
into a playful invitation to the client's visiting grandchildren. hood without others glimpsing her. house admit light. A close-up of the industrial lighting and spigot
They're also placeholders for any future mobility needs, ensuring Similarly, when designing the laneway house, Measured made in the garage-art studio. Bright kitchen cabinets in the laneway
that the homeowner is able to age in place. sure its views are directed away from the main house. The house reflect the colorblock motifs in the main house.
Privacy was a central concern, so Measured created a 100- structure's planted roof tips toward the main house, and its
square-foot pocket garden within the main home's U-shaped green top blends into the natural setting. "As an artist, our client
front section and oriented the living room, kitchen, and studioc  wished to stay engaged with the ever-present outdoors with-
views inward and toward it rather than outward to neighbor- out having to leave the home," says Cuddington. At Cloister
ing houses. And the exterior window louvers of carbonized House, creations from an inner world travel outward—and the
fir work “much like a peephole in a door,” Cuddington notes, outside world is welcomed within. #
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